
How many people in our industry and with Allan Block can claim to 
have their careers touch five different decades?  I can say without 
question the list is short, but for one of our inductees into the Allan 
Block Wall of Fame for 2022, they are on that list.  Steve Nash, a.k.a. 
Henry, began producing Allan Block in 1989 at Neff Concrete, in Dan-
ville, IL.  Back in the day - when mold suppliers were not interested in 

making specialty molds, and with the help of a local machine shop, the first molds were locally de-
signed and fabricated.  Layer on top of his journey with Allan Block, six different ownership groups 
and three different plants for the same east central Illinois region and guess who is still showing up 
to work every day. 
 
Some question his sanity, from his 90-mile motorcycle ride while he was running the plant in Deca-
tur, IL or his having to work with Bott in some capacity over an approaching 40 year time span.  
Through it all he has focused on consistently getting the job done and has made high quality Allan 
Block since day one.  Allan Block produced under Steve’s direction may be found not only dating 
back to the 1980’s but also from southern Wisconsin, Chicagoland, all of Illinois, southeastern Iowa, 
St. Louis, and western and northern Indiana.  The team that Steve has helped to assemble has a sim-
ple position, if they are not making Allan Block, they know their 
plant is not going to thrive. They are going to be constantly patch-
ing things up and not building the plant for the future. 
 
Steve’s career in the block business began in 1984 when he moved 
from Material and Fuel, where his position of end-loader operator 
in their redi-mix concrete plant was eliminated when a new bin 
and material handling system was installed.  Steve and I learned 
the block making business side by side, always staying late to help 
rebuild and repair the equipment at Neff.  You can just imagine 
having to work with me and how many times he said, “You want 
us to do what?”.  From this grass roots beginning and one of the 
first plants in the world to produce Allan Block, he has helped 
build two new plants with Allan Block products at the core of each 
plant.  Allan Block was always the determining factor if they were 
going to prosper in a marketplace that saw masonry construction 
and a general business climate that continued to shrink. After a 
sale of the business to Lone Star Cement, there was a clear indica-
tion that Lone Star and its new management were only interested  
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in selling cement.  In his words, “the guys that sign the checks” did not appreciate the efficient 
and updated plant that he had helped to build. With Lone Star not seeing the potential that in a 
few short years of producing Allan Block that there was a future in this industry after all, he 
knew he had to find other opportunities.  When Allan Block moved to Illinois Concrete with Lee 
Johnston, Steve moved with it. 
 
At Neff, Steve saw a wide range of products manufactured and sold to keep the guys working.  
From standard masonry units, to all shapes, sizes, colors, and finishes of architectural masonry, 
to blocks for the coal mines in southern Illinois, to metallurgical block for a local General Motors 
foundry, to Allan Block and pavers.  A cur-
rent review of the list of product types does 
not paint a favorable picture for block mak-
ers.  The coal mines were shut down, Gen-
eral Motors closed the foundry, block base-
ments disappeared, down state Illinois cities 
contracted as manufacturing moved out of 
Illinois, resulting in multiple concrete prod-
uct plants closing throughout the region.  
Steve consistently pushed to get more Allan 
Block sales, not accepting excuses from the 
sales team with a basic message he would 
repeat over and over, “You need to sell what 
we produce, last I checked we don’t make 
brick here, we don’t quarry stone, get off 
you back side and go find us some work”. 
 
Well Steve is back doing what he has become great at, producing Allan Block.  When Gordy Rich, 
Chris Hicks, and Mark Swortwood, from Reading Rock were looking on how to expand their pro-
duction capacity, they realized that the shuttered Champaign, IL plant was a diamond in the 
rough.  Mark knew that the only way they could pull off adding this plant to their extensive list 
of things to do, they needed to get Steve on board. They also needed him to bring back the guys 
that made it happen before the plant was closed down a couple years before.  With the pur-
chase of the plant by Gordy in 2022, to the hard work of getting a plant that had sat idle for 
more than two years, it was no small undertaking to get things rolling again.  Team Reading - 
Champaign, with leadership from Steve, his trusty side-kick Jason Bolton, and machine operator 
Chad Wakefield, not only got the plant running, they have been running nothing but Allan Block 
for over six months straight.  Add the great work that the sales team is doing under the leader-
ship of Ryan Miller, daily work on the street from Ben Hermes in Illinois, St. Louis, and Iowa, and 
Jill Fouts in Indiana, Steve can now focus on what he does best: making Allan Block. What a 
great way for our biggest Production Partner in the US to get bigger, add another Besser plant 
to their arsenal. 
 


