
One of the unique benefits that sets A llan B lock apart from  other retain ing w all system s is a great variety of options for ending 

and stepping dow n w alls.  W ith A llan B lock, you can turn w all ends back into the hills ide w ith right angles corners or sm ooth 

flow ing curves.  W all step dow ns can be achieved w ith a variety of fin ishing options.  No other retain ing w all system  gives you 

the great variety of choices for fin ishing off your w all project. 

Special C onsiderations W hen Ending W alls 

• D ES IG N  

The method for ending walls should enhance the overall 

landscape project.  Typically, smooth flowing curves 

turning back into the hillside w ill complement most land-

scape designs and are the easiest to build.  

• D R A IN A G E 

W alls w ith ends that turn back into the hillside help pre-

vent erosion behind the w all. W alls that have step-

dow n ends m ay be exposed to erosion as w ater drains 

dow n the end. 

• T IM E 

Som e m ethods of building wall turn-ins and step downs, 

like right angle corners w ith cut blocks, m ay require 

extra tim e for cutting, spacing and fitting  blocks.  For a 

quality job, allow yourself a little extra tim e for con-

structing the details. 

• FIN IS H ES  

Choose a w all topping or finish m aterial to m atch your 

landscape project.  A llan Block’s built-in front lip pro-

vides a natural edging for a variety of finishing m ateri-

als including AB Capstones, landscape pavers, poured 

concrete, crushed rock, flagstones and m ulches.

 W all Ends Turned Into H ills ide

Sod Mulch Capstones

Options For Topping Off A  W all

Step Dow ns W ith AB Corner 

B locks And Capstones

W all Ends Turned Into S lope - AB Front 

L ip Provides Edge For Decorative Rock
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Ending and Topping O ff W alls 

A B  O ffers M any O p tions For End ing  W alls



B U ILD IN G  T U R N -IN S  W IT H O U T  U S IN G  C O R N ER  B LO C K S  

The sim plest and easiest m ethod of ending A llan B lock 

w alls  is to use sm ooth flow ing curves that turn back 

into the  h ills ide. The benefits of th is m ethod include:  

• no cutting of b locks 

• no corner b locks 

• less tim e & expense to build  

• superior erosion control 

• attractive design 

 

 

 

B U ILD IN G  S T EP  D O W N S  W IT H  A B  C A P S T O N ES  

Allan Block offers many options for finishing off wall step downs.  A masonry saw with a diamond tipped cutting blade 

is necessary for cutting blocks to achieve the options shown at left. 

C onstruction N otes  

GRANULAR BASE AND BACKFILL M ATERIAL:  A llan B lock recom m ends using the sam e m aterial for the base, in the 

b lock cores and behind the b lock 12 in. (30 cm ).  W e recom m end a w ell draining com pactib le aggregate, ranging 

in size from  0.25 in. to 1.5 in. (6 m m  to 38 m m ) d iam eter.  See your local aggregate sources for availability. 

 

C O M P A C T IO N :  Use a p late com pactor to com pact m ateria l in  8 in. (20 cm ) lifts behind the b locks.  Com pact par-

alle l to the w all, w orking from  the back of the b lock to the back of the infill m ateria l.  Keep heavy equipm ent a m in-

im um  of 3 ft. (0 .9 m ) from  the back of the w all.

Turned in W all Step Dow ns

Cut To 

Fit

AB Lite Stone 

Block used as 

a step down
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