
T EC H  S H EET  # 19 8  

P A G E 1

D o-It-Y ourself P lanters 

U sing A B Jum bo Jr. 

R O U N D  P LA N T ER  

S T EP  1  

Determ ine location of p lanter and stake out a 7 ft 4  in  (2.3 m ) square, then rem ove 

and dispose of all surface vegetation in the area. P lace a th in layer of sand.  Using 

a hand com pactor, com pact and level the soil a long the outside of the circle w here 

the b lock w ill be la id .  Determ ine the center of the p lanter and place a stake.  

M easure out 3 .5 ft. (1.1 m ) and draw  a line around the stake to m ake a guide for 

laying the b locks. 

 

S T EP  2  

Before placing any blocks, rem ove all of the w ings from  the back of all the blocks .  

P lace the b locks along the guide that w as draw n to form  a circle. 

 

S T EP  3  

Using a sm all torpedo level, check each b lock for level from  side to side and front 

to back.  You m ay need to tap the b lock dow n w ith a rubber m allet or add a little 

sand under the b lock.  M aintain the sam e level around the entire p lanter to ensure 

the last b lock m atches the first b lock.  The base course w ill need 30 AB Jum bo Jr 

b locks. 

 

S T EP  4  

P lace 1 inch (2.5 cm ) of soil a long the outside of the p lanter to hold the b locks in 

p lace.  F ill the b lock cores and the area inside the p lanter w ith d irt or p lanting soil 

and com pact w ell.  Sw eep the top of the b locks for installation of the second 

course of b locks. 

 

S T EP  5  

P lace 2nd course of AB Jum bo Jr b locks on the 1st course w ith a stagger from  

the b locks below .  Level and adjust the b locks as necessary, pulling them  tight 

together and tight to the front lip .  The 2nd course w ill again need 30 AB Jum bo 

Jr b locks. Cutting one b lock m ay be necessary to fin ish the circle.   

 

S T EP  6   

P lace 1 inch (2.5 cm ) of soil a long the outside of the 2nd course to hold the b locks 

in p lace.  F ill the 2nd course b lock cores and the area inside the p lanter w ith d irt 

or p lanting soil.  Com pact and level to the top of the 2nd course of b locks.   

 

You’re ready to p lant!
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P A G E 2

K ID N EY  S H A P ED  

S T EP  1  

Determ ine location of the retain ing w all p lanter and stake out a 6 ft 4  in. x 10 ft 

6  in. (2 m  x 3 .2 m ) rectangle in a flat area. Rem ove and dispose of all surface 

vegetation in the area.  P lace a th in layer of sand and level entire area.     

S T EP  2  

F ind the center of the rectangle.  M easure over from  this point 2 ft 1.5 in.  (65 

cm ) in tw o directions.  P lace a stake at both locations.  See draw ing at right. 

S T EP  3  

Rem ove the w ings on the back of the b locks if they interfere w ith p lacem ent.  

Use a string line tied to the stake to strike an arc in the soil at a 3 ft (0 .9 m ) 

radius.  Begin positioning the b lock as show n in the draw ing.  F in ish by p lacing 

b locks to form  the kidney shape. 

S T EP  4  

Using a sm all torpedo level, check each b lock for level from  side to side and 

front to back.  You m ay need to tap the b lock dow n w ith a rubber m allet or add 

a little sand under the b lock.  M aintain the sam e level around the entire p lanter 

to ensure the last b lock m atches the first b lock. 

S T EP  5  

P lace 1 inch (2.5 cm ) of soil a long the outside of the p lanter to hold the b locks 

in p lace.  F ill the b lock cores and the area inside the p lanter w ith d irt or p lanting 

soil and com pact w ell.  Sw eep the top of the b locks for installation of the sec-

ond course of b locks. 

S T EP  6  

Begin p lacing the 2nd course of AB Jum bo Jr b locks on the 1st course on the 

outside edge of the planter, taking care to stagger the seam s betw een the 

b locks.  Com plete 2/3 of the 2nd course to the point w here b locks w ill be 

p laced on the com pacted soil w ith in the p lanter.  P lace the rem aining b locks on 

the com pacted soil, com pleting the oval shape.  Level the b locks. 

S T EP  7  

W here 2nd course is not up against the lip  of the first course, p lace 1 inch (2.5 

cm ) of soil a long the outside of the 2nd course to hold the b locks in p lace.  F ill 

the 2nd course b lock cores and the area inside the p lanter w ith d irt or p lanting 

soil.  Com pact and level to the top of the 2nd course of b locks.  Sw eep the top 

of the b locks for installation of the third course of b locks. 

S T EP  8  

Com plete the 3rd course in the sam e m anner.  Begin on top of the 2nd course 

of b locks and w ork around to the com pacted soil area form ing a tight circle.  F ill 

the b lock cores and inside the p lanter w ith d irt or p lanting soil and com pact.  

Cutting one b lock m ay be necessary for proper fitting. 

 

You’re ready to p lant!
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The inform ation show n here is for use w ith A llan B lock products only.


