
H alf B locks: M aking a perpendicular 

cut before the 45°
 
 cuts w ill g ive 

your 45° cuts a 

sm ooth edge.

First 
C ut

S m ooth Edges

FIR S T  C O U R S E 

S tep  1  

• Cut tw o AB units as show n in figures A  and B. NOTE: Three AB B locks w ill 

provide for tw o com plete corners (F ig. 4). 

• Position the cut b locks on the com pacted granular base m aterial (F ig. 1). 

• Using a sm all torpedo level, level the b locks from  side to side and front to 

back (Fig. 1). 

S tep  2  

• Rem ove 1 side of corner assem bly and apply 0 .25 in. (6  m m ) bead of con-

struction adhesive on the m itered edge (Fig 2). 

• Place the unit back on the base m aterial to form  a tight and square corner. 

S tep  3  

• C are fu lly  p lace  W a ll R ock  in  b lock  co res  and  12  in . (3 0 0  m m ) behind 

b locks to lock them  in position (Fig 3).  

Outside corners can be easily constructed by cutting standard AB units. You w ill need a m asonry saw , construction adhesive 

and geogrid reinforcem ent m ateria l.  You will cut standard AB units into four different shapes and alternate their position from 

course to course, as shown in the steps below.  W hen laying out your base course, alw ays start your w all at the corners.

Fig  4 : T ip s For C utting  B locks 

Fig  3 : Fill B locks w ith  W all R ock

 Fig  1: P osition B locks O n B ase A nd  Level

3  A B  B locks W ill Y ield  2  C om p lete C orners

Full B locks: Use the beveled edge on 

the front face of the b lock as a cutting 

guide. Cutting just 

behind it w ill 

m aintain a 

sm ooth cut. 
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S tep  4  

• Sw eep the top of the AB B locks clean and apply 0.25 in. (6 m m ) bead of construc-

tion adhesive a long top surface of corner pieces (Fig. 5). 

S EC O N D  C O U R S E  

S tep  5  

• Cut tw o AB units labeled C  and D  (Fig. C-1). 

• Position the cut b locks on 2nd course as show n (Fig. 6), offsetting the jo ints 

betw een blocks.  A lthough a m inim um  block length of 7.5 in. (190 m m ) is recom -

m ended, perfect running bond is not necessary. 

S tep  6  

• Carefully p lace W all Rock in b lock cores and 12 in. (300 m m ) behind b locks to lock 

them  in position (Fig. 7).  

• Sw eep the top of the AB B locks clean and apply 0.25 in. (6 m m ) bead of construc-

tion adhesive a long top surface of corner pieces (Fig. 7). 

S tep  7 

• Place a 2 ft x 2 ft (0.6 m x 0.6 m) layer of geogrid on top of 2nd course blocks (Fig. 8).  

Repeat th is procedure on every other layer of b lock.  

A D D IT IO N A L C O U R S ES  

• Repeat steps 2-7, a lternating position of b locks on each course.

Fig  7: Fill W ith  W all R ock

Fig  6 : P osition 2nd  C ourse

Fig 8: Place Geogrid M aterial
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Fig 5: A pply C onstruction A dhesive

IN S ID E C O R N ER S  

Inside corners are easily constructed by m odifying 

A llan B lock units (F ig. 9). 

• Rem ove half of raised front lip . They can be chiseled 

off, but a m asonry saw  w orks best. 

• Lay m odified b lock perpendicular to another A llan 

B lock unit w ith the lips lined up (STEP 1) 

• Rem ove the opposite half of the lip  of another AB unit 

and position it over the right angle corner (STEP 2). 

• Reverse the position of the m odified block on each 

row  to obtain an interlocked corner.

C onstruction N otes  

SAFETY FIRST:  A lw ays w ear safety goggles and dust m ask w hen cutting b locks. 

W ALL ROCK:  A llan B lock recom m ends using the sam e m ateria l for the base m ateria l, w ith in  

the AB B lock cavaties and behind the b lock 12 in . (300 m m ).  W e recom m end a w ell drain ing 

com pactib le aggregate, ranging in size from  0.25 in. to 1.5 in. (6 m m  to 38 m m ) d iam eter.  See 

your local aggregate sources for availability. 

COM PACTION:  Use a plate com pactor to com pact m aterial in 8 in. (20 cm ) lifts.  Run the plate 

com pactor behind the blocks for the first course.  Starting on the second course, run the plate 

com pactor directly on top of the blocks and parallel to the w all. 

For m ore inform ation, see your local AB Representative or call 800-899-5309.

Fig  9 : Insid e C orners
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